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Heroin Use among [YOUR TOWN] Teens Surges [1]%

Advocates Urge Quinn, Lawmakers to Protect Treatment Budget

(Your Town, IL) – Heroin use is surging in Chicago area suburbs such as Lake Zurich, St. Charles, Libertyville, Des Plaines, Elgin, including [YOUR TOWN].
The heroin surge is creating what local officials call a "heroin crisis". In 2010, heroin killed more than 100 people in Northern Illinois alone.

"When I was a young police officer back in the '70s, heroin was an inner-city drug that you never saw in the suburbs. Now, everything's changed. The demographic of the heroin user has moved to a suburban, young, inexperienced user," said Bruce Talbot, a retired Woodridge police sergeant who provides drug training to schools and police departments across the United States.

"The increase use of heroin is occurring among teenagers whose families have good incomes and who have access to that money," said. [John Doe], CEO of [YOUR AGENCY].

[YOUR AGENCY] has seen an [1]% increase in heroin treatment demand by teens in [YOUR TOWN] since [2008], according to internal agency data.

One reason for heroin's growing popularity is that it is easy to get and it is cheaper than marijuana. A bag of heroin, with 10 to 12 doses of 60 percent pure heroin, costs just $10, [Doe] said.

"Everyone thinks that a heroin addiction happens only to someone else’s child," [Doe] said, "That’s wrong. These are kids from good families and they may even be your kid."

“Governor Pat Quinn and State Representative [Joe Smith] and State Senator [Mary Q. Contrary] must avoid cutting the state substance abuse prevention and treatment budget further this year,” said [Doe].

“Too many kids and families depend upon us.”
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